The problem of retardation has been so often discussed at recent educational gatherings and in the educational press, that the discussion would seem to have passed beyond the stage where it would be profitable to enter upon a consideration of the statistics which serve to express the facts of retardation. I would not venture upon this field again did it not seem to me that a consideration of the age and grade figures now so familiar to students of the subject may point the way to a shorter and equally satisfactory ascertainment, of what must be regarded as the most essential fact of retardation..
That retardation of school children in general terms expresses a misrelation between the age of the children, and the grades appropriate to their age is more and more a generally accepted proposition. A 
